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seed stories
EXHIBITION ‘ CELEBRATION

along with interactive sessions

seed saving communities x artists
curated by Abhijit Patil

1st March to 11th March 2025, 10 am to 8 pm

Monalisa Kalagram, Pingale Farms, Koregaon Park, Pune
OPEN AND FREE FOR ALL

tt bttt bttt bbbt bttt bttt bttt bbbttt bbbt bttt bttt bbbt bttt

venue partner
GOETHE
Cl INSTITUT

MENALISA

KALAGRAM

ﬂ' D~ S MAX MUELLER
& Ol ico 5 Naoros1 Gopred CENTRE ] BHAVAN
s fior Ecological Services FoR PLANT RESEARCH Hwea FEwE



&.

-~ P C/ GOETHE
=
o (O/ INSTITUT
seed §l:or|es MAX MUELLER

Interactive Sessions & Events

01/03/25
11:00 to 13:00 hrs.
Know your native seeds | Presentation by and interactions with the Seed
Savers Mamta Bhangre, Balu Ghode, Mavanji Pawar, Sanjay Patil
The event features interactions with seed saviors from various tribal blocks of
Maharashtra and showcases over 300 crop cultivars, including rice, millets, pulses,
roots, and tubers. Attendees can also explore the wisdom of agrobiodiversity and
food systems, and purchase unique indigenous grains, products, and seeds.
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16:00 - 18:00 hrs.

Sewing (Diversity) Circle | Workshop by Sheena Maria Piedade

Sheena's Sewing (Diversity) Circle is a 90-minute, artist-led workshop where
participants will collaboratively create a Diversity Block-inspired embroidery panel
using seed stitch and a discussion on its meaning.
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18:30 to 19:00 hrs.

Public Opening of the exhibition with a joint audience address
Representatives: Abhijit Patil (Curator & Art Mediator), Renu Jamgaonkar
(Curatorial Project Manager - Goethe-Institut Pune), Lisa Pingale (Founder -
Monalisa Kalagram)
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01/03/25
19:00 to 20:00 hrs.
Before the seeds see light | Projection-Mapping by Philipp Geist
This show is a collaboration between Philipp Geist and Abhijit Patil, is an
immersive artwork that transforms trees into living canvases, using light
projections and photography to honour seed savers and their vital role in
preserving biodiversity.
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02.03.2025
16:00 to 17:30 hrs

Does the inside of a seed taste like this? | Reading Session by Rajyashri Goody
Rajyashri Goody’s reading performance adapts Dalit memory texts to highlight the
struggles of hunger, shame, and caste violence, while also celebrating moments of
joy and resilience through shared recipes and personal stories.
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18:30 to 20:00 hrs.

Before the seeds see light | Projection-Mapping by Philipp Geist

This show is a collaboration between Philipp Geist and Abhijit Patil, is an
immersive artwork that transforms trees into living canvases, using light
projections and photography to honour seed savers and their vital role in
preserving biodiversity.
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04.03.2025

18:30 hrs. onwards
Aadhi beej ekale | Musical Performance by Shruthi Veena Vishwanath
Aadhi Beej Ekale explores the seed metaphor through mystic and folk songs,
blending traditions from poets like Tukaram, Janabai, Rumi, and community
harvest songs, reflecting land, body, and collective identity for Seed Stories.
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05.03.2025
16:30 to 17:30 hrs.
Bee Ekke Bee | Musical Performance by Aabha Saumitra & Ensemble Sahanaad
"Bee Ekke Bee" is a three-song album on seed conservation, blending raw, direct
messages with native and tribal knowledge to highlight the urgency of
preservation in everyday life. Aabha and friends will perform the songs.
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18:00 to 20:00 hrs:

Seeds of the Western Ghats | Mandar Datar in conversation with Aparna Watve
Seeds of Western Ghats by Mandar Datar details 300 flora species, covering their
botanical family, names, size, habitat, medicinal properties, and more, with
magnified photographs for easy identification.
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06.03.2025

16:00 to 17:30 hrs.

Native seeds and food culture | Talk by Sangeeta Kharat

Sangeeta Jitendra Kharat, co-director of Srishtijnyan Environmental Education and
Research Institute, specializes in Indian traditional food culture, focusing on
ancient grains, wild vegetables, and medicinal plants. She has spent over a decade
training groups in eco-friendly diets and holistic health.
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18:30 to 20:00 hrs:

Maticha Rarig | Performance by Shital Sathe & Sachin Mali (Navayan
Mahajalsa)

Maticha Rang project explores the historical struggles around land, farming, and
seeds, emphasizing the role of women in preserving songs and chants tied to labor
and the earth, which will be shared through live performances, interactive
engagements, and symbolic declarations.
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07.03.2025

16:00 to 18:00 hrs.

Maati Kahe - Songs & Stories from the Field / Ground

Maati Kahe is a musical performance by Vinay and Charul, blending personal and
collective narratives with traditional melodies, reflecting on years of field
experiences, resistance efforts, and ecological communities, offering a unique
insight into the joys, pains, and dreams of people from various landscapes.
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18:30 hrs. onwards:

Flux | Movement Performance by Sayli Kulkarni featuring the Flame University
Students’ Ensemble

Flux is a performance by Sayli Kulkarni with Flame University students, exploring
urban community dynamics. Inspired by the Warli Tribe's Tarpa dance, it blends
tradition and modernity to reflect on identity and togetherness. Music by
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08.03.2025

16:30 to 17:30 hrs.

Interactive Session - Devrai Foundation and their work

Devrai Foundation is an NGO dedicated to the mission of increasing forest cover
across Maharashtra.
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18:30 to 20:00 hrs.

Vadanee Kaval Gheta| Musical Comedy by Seetai Creations

Vadani Kaval Gheta (Sangeet Dhanesh Aakhyan) is a Marathi musical comedy that
uses folk arts to trace the journey of seeds—from nature and agriculture to
commercialization in modern India. Told from a hornbill’s perspective, it blends
humor, satire, and lively characters to highlight the need to preserve traditional
farming and biodiversity.
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09.03.2025
16:00 to 17:00 hrs.

Using seeds as clues to the tree identity | Talk by Navendu Page

Flowers may define a species, but the diverse morphology of fruits and seeds also
holds key identity clues. This talk explores fruit and seed morphology across the
Western Ghats and beyond, linking dispersal strategies to plant evolution and
relationships.
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17:00 to 18:00 hrs

Hornbills and seed dispersal | Talk by Prateik More

Prateik More, a naturalist from Devrukh, has established a hornbill food plant
nursery, sourcing seeds from under hornbill nesting sites and consciously
collecting them from the forest. His work in Ratnagiri has become a beacon for
restoration, with plants from his nursery being planted in degraded areas.
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18:30 hrs onwards
Kavitetil Vanaspati | Poetry Reading by Ketaki Ghate & Manasi Karandikar

At the poetry reading ‘Kavitetil Vanaspati, nature researchers Ketaki Ghate and
Manasi Karandikar will present tree-themed poems by Mandar Datar, along with
works by Indira Sant, Vasant Bapat, and Borakar. They will also showcase
photographs of native trees, helping the audience connect with them.
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