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This comic book is for you  –  for women and for girls, for those who stand for social justice and face 

barriers and injustice every day. 

The comics was created with the belief that women and girls need more information, support, and 

resources in order to realize and protect their rights, which is fundamentally important for equal 

participation in social, economic, and cultural life. 

Existing social and structural barriers, caused by gender-based discrimination, often limit women’s 

opportunities and reduce their access to resources and decision-making processes.

In today’s world, especially in regions where the ramifications of conflict and social inequality are still In today’s world, especially in regions where the ramifications of conflict and social inequality are still 

painfully tangible, information is power –  and having this power means you can effectively protect yourself 

and those around you.

The choice of the comics genre is driven by unique ability of this particular medium to combine text and 

visual imagery to address complex social issues. The use of visual storytelling allows readers not only to 

receive information but also to understand it, relate it to their own experiences, and perceive the real 

dimension of the problems.

The topics discussed in this publication are not accidental. They are based on meetings and creative The topics discussed in this publication are not accidental. They are based on meetings and creative 

workshops with the participation of women and girls living near the Administrative Boundary Line (ABL).

Within the framework of this process, participants expressed in their comics the issues that trouble them 

most in their daily lives including but not limited to gender-based violence, unequal labor, limited 

professional opportunities, health concerns, and other structural barriers. These very topics were chosen 

as the main content of the comics, reflecting not only individual stories but also collective experiences.

Introduction



Thus, this comic book serves both as an educational resource and a creative format aimed at raising 

awareness, providing information, and supporting the fight for equality for women and girls. It is based on 

the local context and the voices of the participants; it is a book of stories told by women and girls.
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Gender based violence is an umbrella term and implies any form of harmful action which is carried out 

against person’s will and consent and is based on socially constructed (gender based) differences 

between men and women. (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, n.d.).

Any person with any gender identity could be the victim of violence, but women are most common victims 

of gender based violence. So, gender based violence and violence against women are two terms that are 

often used interchangeably, since most of forms of violence against women are usually gender based and 

affect women disproportionally.

Gender based violence arises when society defines gender roles not on the principal of equality, but the Gender based violence arises when society defines gender roles not on the principal of equality, but the 

principal of subordination/submission. 

Forms of gender-based violence:

1. Physical abuse – physical harm (battering, beating etc.).

2. Sexual abuse – forcing or coercing a person to engage in unwanted sexual acts or behavior.

3. Psychological abuse – humiliation, blackmailing, threatening, isolation. Example: your partner keeps 

telling you that you are incapable of doing anything without him).

4. Economic abuse – control over one’s financial resources, inequal distribution of financial profits, 4. Economic abuse – control over one’s financial resources, inequal distribution of financial profits, 

forbidding to work. Example: your husband/partner restricts your access to shared financial resources 

and/or forbids you to work.

5. Cyber abuse – control over other’s social media, threats of disclosing personal information. Example: ex 

partner of yours threatening you of uploading your private images.

6. Coercion – physical and psychological coercion that leads to person losing autonomy and control over 

their actions.

Other forms of abuse include forced marriage, restriction of other’s access to recourses, services and Other forms of abuse include forced marriage, restriction of other’s access to recourses, services and 

information, harassment in public transport, stalking, technology-facilitated gender-based violence 

(TFGBV).

Act of abuse or violence can be committed by any person: a current or formal partner, family member, 
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What constitutes (gender based) violence against women?



colleague, classmate, friend, or individuals acting on behalf of cultural, religious, state, or sub-state 

institutions.

Societies often generate inadequate expectations about how women and men should behave. Frequently, 

there is a societal expectation that a woman should be obedient and submissive, while a man should be 

strong and in control of every aspect of a woman’s life. Often, when a woman defies these expectations, 

she becomes a victim of violence. In this way, society effectively “punishes” women for their independence 

and disobedience.

Like all forms of violence, gender based violence is a matter of power. It is rooted in a sense of superiority Like all forms of violence, gender based violence is a matter of power. It is rooted in a sense of superiority 

and the intent to assert that superiority - whether in the family, at school, in the workplace, in society, or 

within the state as a whole.

In some families, violence is considered “normal” or “a private family matter,” which hinders open 

discussion about the problem. Stigma and the justification of the perpetrator are also part of this dynamic.

• According to the National Study on Violence Against Women conducted by UN Women, every second 

woman in Georgia has experienced at least one form of violence in her lifetime, and every fourth woman 

has experienced sexual harassment (UN Women, 2023).

• According to 2024 data, 10,964 cases of domestic violence were reported in Georgia, including 8,224 

cases of psychological violence and 2,479 cases of physical abuse (Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia, 

2025).
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How are violence and abuse linked to social norms?

Facts and statistics:





Take those sunglasses 
off, show us your 
face, we‛ve missed 

you so much!

Ugh, sorry girls my 
phone again, 

I need to take the call

I‛ll be 
home soon… no, I won‛t stay 

here long…

I‛m with girls, 
Tamar and Mari…

Hey 
Sweetie….

No, it‛s ok. 
I‛ll keep them.

no, it‛s just us girls 
no one else is here… no

an hour? Ok I‛ll be 
home in an hour…

alright, I will 
do as you say…

I‛m wearing what you 
told me to wear…

Violence is not always 
physical, be sensitive 

and attentive.
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Identification, reporting and prevention of abuse
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Unequal pay and unpaid domestic work
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Gender based stereotypes and occupations
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