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Classroom Action Research Project Report: 
What happens in my class when all students do a short oral 
interaction exercise at the beginning of each lesson? 

 

1. Introduction 

The Classroom Action Research Project is an initiative designed to 
foster evidence-based teaching practices through systematic 
reflection and inquiry. It enables teachers to investigate their own 
classroom strategies by posing a guiding research question, 
implementing targeted changes, and analyzing the outcomes. This 
process not only enhances pedagogical effectiveness but also 
promotes professional growth by linking theory with practice. 
Throughout the project, participants receive comprehensive support 
from the Goethe-Institut, including guidance in formulating research 
questions, implementing measures, evaluating results, and 
presenting findings. 

The project is supported by the Victorian Government. 

 

2. Teacher and School 

Name: Dorothea Bruns 

School: Box Hill High School 

Grade/Year Level: Year 10 

Date: Term 2/2025 

 

3. Research Questions 

What happens in my class when all students do a short oral 
interaction exercise at the beginning of each lesson? 

 

4. Context and Rationale 

I teach a heterogeneous Year 10 class in German. Most of the 
students are very motivated and capable, but due to the usual time 
pressure and interruptions (excursions, exams, sports, etc.) that are 
common in an Australian school, spontaneous speaking in German 
often falls by the wayside. While most students are able to memorize 
long dialogues or text modules to pass exams (internal school tests 
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or Fit in Deutsch 1), much of this is quickly forgotten afterwards, so a 
lot of what was taught in lower grades has faded from memory. As 
the complexity of grammatical structures increases in Year 10, the 
ability to speak fluently and freely seems to noticeably decline. 

 

5. Approach 

In each lesson, I would use the first five minutes for a short oral 
interaction exercise. For this, I would employ various speaking 
prompts, such as partner interviews, sentence starters, mini role 
plays, picture prompts, or dice conversations. The exercises should 
be as low-threshold as possible so that all students - regardless of 
their language level - can actively participate. 

 

6. Data Collection 

To better assess changes in learning behavior and willingness to 
speak, I plan to conduct a short survey with the students at the 
beginning and end of the project period. Among other things, I will 
ask them about their self-assessment of oral expression, their 
confidence in speaking during class, and their motivation.  

In addition, I will document my observations regarding participation 
and the quality of students’ contributions. In the middle of the school 
term (Week 6), we will also have an oral exam, so I will have access 
to grades, recordings, and reflections. 

 

7. Findings/Results 

The CARP had extremely positive effects on my students’ learning. 
First of all, it was very valuable to ask my students about speaking in 
class. The survey confirmed that most students are highly motivated 
and have no inhibitions about speaking German. Most of them show a 
growth mindset, think it’s okay to make mistakes when speaking, and 
don’t mind speaking in front of others.  

However, it also became clear that they feel less confident the more 
unstructured the task is (spontaneous answers in German) and the 
more public it is (presentations). It became evident to me that the 
biggest obstacle to free speaking is vocabulary and actual language 
ability, which confirmed the importance of my CARP. The survey also 
gave me ideas for tasks and how I wanted to implement them. 
Students indicated that they find it easier if they can first practice 
with a partner and if they hear an example beforehand. 



 

Classroom Action Research Project Report: Dorothea Bruns (Box Hill High School) 

 

8. Reflection 

From my own observations, I can say that the students responded 
very positively to the oral tasks - especially after we discussed why it 
is important to speak German regularly. The students achieved very 
good grades in their oral exam, and I am sure that regular speaking 
in class contributed to this. It was also particularly positive to see 
that some students referred back to the exercises in their planning. 

The most impressive exercises in my observation were the Sprint 
Speak activities, where students had to put sentences in the correct 
order and then read them as quickly as possible. I had never heard 
my students speak so fluently. 

 

9. Next Steps 

I would like to maintain this speaking routine. 

 

10. Attachments 
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