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RT & CULTURE

The Last Judgment: Experiencing the ‘Caucasian

Chalk Circle’

BY DARGIE RAHSAY

Last Thursday evenmng, the Hall of Hager
Fiker Theater was filled to maximum capacity
s sudiences gathered 1o witness the
production, The Lest Sudgment | PE% @ A
L) the Amhane adapiation of Beriolt
Brecht’s remowned play, The Cowcasion
Chalk Circle. The production was translated
and artwstically remterpreted mio Amhane by
the celebrated Fthiopian artist Manyarewal
Endeshaw. Beriolt Brecht remaims one of the
mist influentigl German playwrights of the
20" century, whose works continase to shape
obal thester traditions

From the opening scene, the performance
captivated the audience, unfoldng through
A carefl orchestrated
theatrical prepamations. The production was
distinguished by its thoughiful sduptation,
disciplined direction, and the deliberate
selection of performers whose portrayals
brought depth ond  authenticity 1o the
Ench sceme was executed with

sequence  of

namative
precision, allowing Brechi™s morl and
social themes to resonate powerfully with
contemporary local real

=

The strength of the performance lay not
eoly in its compelling dulogue but also
in ils expressive acting, stage design, and
emotonal pacmg These elements combmed
1o ¢ an immersive theatrical experience
that stirred a wide mnge of emotions among

attendees. prompting moments of reflection,
jory, and deep emotional engagement. Mamy
sudience members were visibly moved,
responding sirong)
porimayal of |u.|||u.. humansty, and morl
sponsibility. Overall, The Last Judgment

succeeded in trnsforming a classie work of

to the play's powerful

World Theater into a vivid and emotionally

charged st

g2 \\|h||mu reaffirming the
Brecht's 1dens and
the growing \\l’hhhll\'.llhl\ of E
theatrical art

endunng fLI evance
iopan

According to Addis Ababa Theatre Houses
Enterpnise Chief Executive Direcior, Fitsum
Zezeye, the production fnally reached the
stage afier months of ngorous rehearsals
Mare than a performance, the play unfolds
ax a thoughtiul artistic inquiry into enduring

human and socml

questions, mviting

audiences into deep moral reflection.

in Amharic

Ai the the production denls with
the concept of true justice, pobing the
fragile boundary between legal udgment
and truth.  Through  carefully
constructed cowrtroom scenes and dmmatic
confiontations,  the  play  challen;
sudiences 1o reconmder whether Justice
is merely o matter of law or o reflection off
deeper human values. Equally compelling
15 the play’s explomtion of mothertood and
e arged scenes,
i mses the tmcless question of whether
motherhood is defined by hiological ties or
by compassion, care, ond selfless devotion
The performances tender this dilemma with
sensitivity snd drawing strong
emaotienal responses from the audience

oore,

moral

L

sacrifi

emotiomlly cl

miensity

Beyond the
production also serves as o mirmor to broader
social realities By portray ing human wdenhity
meguality, and social strugele through artistic
expression, the play transcends its narmative
to offer a entique of society iself The
staging. performances, and dramatic pacing

mdividusl  relatsonships

collectively rewnforce the play’s messnge
bath
nd  emotionally

mtellectually er
Utimately

making it

ring
the

resonant

pr.pJuuLmn -ﬂ..md\ as a powerful example of

how theater can illuminate complex maoral
questions while remaming deeply human,
reaffirming the endunng role of the stage as
o space for reflection, dinlogue, and social
CONSCence

The officml mauguraben and premicre of
The Lasi Judgmeny at Hager Fiker Theater
was attended by government officials, senior
diplomats from the Embassy of Germany
i Addis Abpba  meluding the Charge
d'Affares a i, a5 well as the leadership of
thie Goethe-Institute Addis Ababa and other
wvited guests The premeere was organzed

by the Gocthe-Institute m Addis Ababa m
collaboration with the Addis Ahaba Theatre
Houses Enterprse

Speaking ai the open: Fitsum
said “Today we are proud to open a
production that cotinues multiple legacies.”
Acknowledging the artistic contnbution
of Manyvarewal Endeshaw i adapling the

g Cceremony

play im0 Amharic, Fitsum also expressed
grmtitude 1o the Gocthe-Instiute, notmg
that the production was the resull of a

strong cultural partnership between the two
institutions

The Lowt Judgment, written by Bertolt
Brecht, the Buher of epic themer, faithfully
reflects  Hrechtian  prinerples, particularly

the purposeful use of music as a dramatic
tool mther than mere sccompanmment, he
said In this production, specially arranging
music plays a key role m shaping the epic
structure and gwiding audience reflection
The mterpretation, led by Dr Loum Olivi
theatrical
concepts nto the conext of Ethiopian modern
theater, creating a balanced fusion of global
dramatic theory and local stage practice. The
collaboration between Mamaezewal and Dr
Laura made the production both compelling
and miellectually engamng for mudiences
Fitsum reiterated

successfully translates  Brechi's

“The collsboration between the Addis Ababa
Theatre Houses Enterprise and the Goethe-
Institwie, as well as the artstic parinership
between Muamyarewal and D Laura, reflects
the mmportance of cultural exchange, mutual
respect, and anobe  dologue  between
nations,” Fitsum saud, adding his apprecaation
fo all witists slape managers, aclors, and
crew members involved i the prod

present The Last Judgment. This production
i more than theater, it 15 o celebration of
history, eubture, parinership, and diplomacy
between Ethiopia and Germany,” he ndded

Forhis part, Dr. Ferd irand von Wey he, Charge
d'Alfmres a1 of the Embassy of Germany

in Addis Ababa, said, “it was wonderful
to have The Cowcanan Chalk Circle by
Bertolt Brecht staged here in Addis Ababa
ond especilly exciting to see it performed
in the historic Hager Fiker Theater™ He
noted thai Brecht revolutiomized modern
theater through the concept of epic thealer
which aims to proveke cniical thinking
and inspire societal change Recalling his
own school expenience studying Breeht, Dr
Ferdinand highhphted the playwright's use
of the “shenation effect” as 5 powerful ool
to encourage audiences to step hack, think,
andd reflect

He emphasized thai Brecht's
including The Cowcavian Chalk Circle
renowned for thew poetic language, politcal
depth, and wniversal them he play's
reflection on pustice, resources, contlict, and
humanity transeends peosraphical, cultural
and boundaries  According o

works

are

histonesl

him. the central question of the play, who
truly deserves ownership, and whether it
belo
take responsibility, remains deepl
ncross time and societies

o those who claim o or those who

elevan

IDx. Ferdinand further noted that thenter has
always been, and conbmes o be, o vital
space for dialogue, reflection, and social
In a world shaped by change
and complexity, The Cancasiar Chalk Cincle

engngement

mvites us o reconsider ideas of fammess,
compassion. social responsibility, and even
the matwre of law and ji e said
ndding that he was enger to see how the play
resofiates with Ethiopian audiences

He concluded by expressing confidence that
the production would further strengthen
between Ethwopia and Germany
that another work by Bertolt Brecht
been staged at Exhiopm’s Natonal

cultural ies
MNoti
has
Theater since 2019, he said the addition of
The Lase Judgment n an Ethiopian context
deepens onpoing  culiural exchange and
between 1he

wo

“Tomght. we do not simply open a play, we

mustual & ding
natons




