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Those who work in service professions become true
masters of their craft, having devoted much of their
lives to it. When asked why they chose this path,
their answers share one idea: the desire to do

the work they love and believe will stand the test
of time. Dirty hands, tired bodies, or the number

of people they serve do not matter as long as they
are doing what they love. When you create with
your own hands, both the process and the result
are filled with emotion, care, and sincerity.

In a small town like Gori, their presence has a
special meaning. You know who to turn to when
your car breaks down, when you need a haircut,
or when something at home stops working.

They take care of our everyday lives, and through
that, become an important part of the community.
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Gori's landscape is rich with a diverse variety of plant life,
from wild medicinal herbs to ornamental and fruit-bearing
species. "A Small Collection of Local Herbs (Gori, Shida
Kartli, Georgia)" is a short photography and art series that
explores some of the herbs growing throughout the region,
bringing together their characteristics and medicinal uses
with visual and textual storytelling. The iaconic work aims
to capture both the practical value and the subtle beauty
of the "mundane”, daily-use plants.
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Ana Bukhrikidze

A Small Collection of Local Herbs
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This project is a visual exploration of Gori's urban environ-
ment. The photo series examines textures, shapes, and
patterns found throughout the city, revealing elements
that contribute to its unique identity. Walls, architectural
details, and natural forms preserve traces of time, history,
and everyday life.

The project aims to draw attention to details that often
go unnoticed. Through close observation, these elements
transform into abstract compositions, creating a different
and more intimate visual portrait of Gori.
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Gori is a small city, as if nothing interesting happens
here. Passing through the same streets every day,

we all think that we cannot discover anything new,
because of this we no longer try to observe the city's
rhythm and inhabitants. One day | discovered, that the
same place on different days, in different lighting or
mood takes on completely new forms. The same happens
in the case of people and even animals: when you look
at people in a rushed flow, they seem to you as a uniform
mass, but it is enough to stop for a second, linger your
gaze on them and observe for a long time. And at this
time you start to think, about how interesting history
carriers live in your city, you observe the balconies

of old ruined buildings and listen to street dogs,

who as if possess personalities and carry themselves

as big “Gorelebi”

Elene Javakhishvili

VISION
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We are often misled by people's facial expressions.
Behind a face that at first glance appears gloomy,
stand those who have seen and felt every kind of pain.
They have endured adversity. Despite everything,
they continue to live. Humans possess the ability to
survive and fight. Their facial expressions are merely

a diary of their experiences. We often judge each other
by our mimics as a first impression, but we do not
know what lies beneath.
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Gori is the only city where | have ever
lived. For at least one hundred and fifty
years, my ancestors have been born
and have died here. Every personal
story or history is connected to the
streets of this city.

Yet today, everything is changing.
Those | loved, what | cared for, and
what | was building are slowly slipping
through my fingers - vanishing, getting
lost, dying, leaving. The demand within
me to preserve, rescue, and find stabil-
ity is overwhelming, vet the reality

is this: | can stop nothing.

It is precisely as an ironic commentary
on this helplessness, inner melancholy,
and protest that I conceived this
project. When you feel that your world
is collapsing, the only thing you have
left is to save the leaves of the most
beautiful trees, their most beautiful
leaves; granting them "immortality"

by turning them into a work of art

and printing them on the pages of this
magazine. This is an ironic critique

of those bureaucratic, political, social,
and life currents that destroy what is
grand and significant, leaving us with
only the illusion of saving leaves.
There are many willow trees in Gori.
They grow and die unnoticed. No one
speaks of them, they do not participate
in public life, and they do not signifi-
cantly define the city's identity either;
they just stand on the simple banks of
simple rivers. | think they live on only
in the insignificant memories of simple
residents of Gori. Take, for instance,
the hollow willow in the kindergarten
yard, where a homemade "Tarzan"
swing hanging from it was the main
entertainment and measure of bravery
for the boys of Chala during the sunny
summers of the nineties. A single daring
swing and a broken chin - what is there
even to tell?

Against the backdrop of great losses,
this act is absurd, but today, | saved
the willow leaves anyway.
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Nika Somkhishvili

The Day | Saved the Willow Leaves
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Young people from Gori ace leau Vevery
day.be MEaRNOT Provide the conditions they
need for education, entertainment, and relaxation.
Day by day, Gori is losing its young popul*ati,qr‘i,),o,:
Places that were once gathering spaces fo jou :
people are now abandoned. The onLy sigm‘o{?ﬁt
there are the traces left beﬁiﬁgin',’ﬁ rm i
These places resemble sDacécéafts, ofé ‘i
- “escape frdm a dull and monotonous realit

. ,g' 7 e VR

-

1950 MONSH6 830l VMBg30L ghmnswyMon §‘b$o.'

3oLsJ3a30
3mULJoYMo

bmdogncon

An Escape Spaceship




diysadeds adeds3 uy

igauri

Nigo Gi

A
el

A
3
i

£
=
bt 4
=
1.\p .
%
£

60gm gngonmo

oddudcewq VWloueqwe VECHCenC?



m3dobL IgbLogMmgds

360 smhyody

dablLogMm9os

17 806000LgM0 FsMOLISEOL gdnMMdNL JgLsbgyd
maLsE LLYOMMOYB, 0113 3S 080 Fobligbyxds
Bgemobsdn dbmanme gfhmbgam stss Ly zdsmMabo.
™m30b dgbLingMgds 8 Pbs godMalL, M1easb ol hzg60
00036@™MO0LS s AMIS3IMOL 6SBogMns. LEMM g
830@™m3 36083650nmM35608 Bnbooliol gdnMgools
9m679376E 0L gobLibs P8samme Joamsgolb NEMd6YIM
L03M(3930.0L YBS nymML ymzganmoymo dgbligbgds
08 3530303995 00 MB335660M30LS, MMIJIMIS3
3960 EMx3860070MMAS 3oOSMANBY.

The heroism of the 17 soldiers of Shindisi is still remem-
bered today, but commemorating them only once a year
is not enough. The memory of war must not fade, because
it is part of our identity and our future. That is why it is
important to establish the Shindisi Heroes Monument
within the city’s urban space. It should serve as a daily
reminder and a tribute to the sacrifice that helped
preserve the life we live today.

OF 17 BRAVE HEROES

IN HONOR

OF' SHINDISI
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Every city has its own voice, yet in the rhythm of
everyday life we rarely stop to listen. The constant
flow of traffic, hurried footsteps, and the noise of daily
activity often drown out the soundscape that shapes

a city's true identity.

This project records the diverse sounds of the
city—flowing rivers, rustling trees, birdsong, the wind,
footsteps, fragments of conversation, market noise,
passing vehicles, distant bells, the creaking of old doors,
and many other sounds that often go unnoticed.
Together, these recordings form an acoustic portrait of

the city, preserving its natural, social, and urban memory.

Special attention is given to sounds that are gradually
disappearing as cities continue to evolve and transform.
The Voice of the City invites us to slow down and truly
listen to the place we inhabit. Because a city is not only
what we see—it is also what we hear.

Oto Gvritishvili

The Voice of the City
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The corner of Kartli Street—where caring for others
is part of everyday life. Khatuna is a street cleaner
and vegetable vendor;her daily routine includes
not only her work but'also caring for stray dogs.
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Ana Avazneli

The Corner
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(The text above contains the original
Georgian lyrics.)

Ljs,
ten to the

Giorgi Qerdiyoshvili

Run Until You Die
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As children, we believe the world is unchanging,

yet over time, streets, houses, and people disappear.

But life is not about disappearing—it is the art of constant
transformation. The traces we leave behind in clay,

in colors, or on walls never turn to dust, as long as a new
generation rediscovers them.

These ancient mosaics, brought back to life on the walls
of the University of Gori, are proof that memory is the
most resilient form of life. We create so that the past

can tell us: Someone once lived here, someone once
loved here — and this creative energy lives on, forever.

Mariam Tsikaridze
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Since 2023, | have been working on the archive of the

Gori photographer, Niko Kalandadze. During three months,

| digitised more than 20,000 photographic frames. Niko
photographed the life of Gori in the 1980s and 1990s,
photographing everything that was happening in the city:
everyday life, cultural meetings, demonstrations, parades,
weddings, and other important events.

In fact, | lived in this archive for months and years.

| worked on his photo book, this archive fully reflects
the life of the population of Gori in the flat, brutalist,
grey, and heavy environment of the Soviet Union, | saw
thousands of photographs, each of which has its own
story and title. One of the important directions of Niko
Kalandadze's work was taking portrait photographs

for various documents. In Gori there is a district called
"Kombinati". This name comes from a large cotton

factory that operated during the Soviet period,

which was one of the main workplaces for the local
population. Niko has photographed hundreds of
emplayees of this factory in so-called "passport photos".
These portraits became my inspiration to continue his
visual language and style. For this project, | photographed
the working people of Gori in 2026 who sell clothing.
Among these portraits, one of them is Niko Kalandadze
himself. Currently, Niko Kalandadze works as a
videographer at the House of Culture of Kombinati.

He films public meetings and cultural events. He has been
working at the House of Culture of Kombinati for 37 years
already. He has a small editing room. Floor 3, Room 305.

Mariam Shalamberidze
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Mariam Topchishvili

Urban Stratigraphy
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Mapping the City
A creative approach to Gori

During a week-long social design workshop, local creatives initiated an exploration
of Gori districts. They developed themes and concepts referring to several
neighbourhoods based on stories of the inhabitants, personal observations
and its architectural vocabulary.

Design thinking, design skills, and public participation are key tools and drivers

for this initiative. They are all used as a methodology to explore, analyse, visualise
and respond to the neighbourhood life and its people. Participants are encouraged
to actively engage with and take on responsible roles within their social and cultural
contexts. These diverse creative endeavours, encompassing both minor and
substantial interventions, serve as both a starting point and a source of inspiration

for further research, as they are far from claiming to be finished. The results consistently
bear the distinctive imprint of the creatives mirroring their interests and favour.

The social design workshop is an initiative from andrews & degen, a strategic
visual graphic design agency located in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. The workshop
‘Mapping the city - A creative approach on...” has already been conducted in more
than 25 different cities around the world. The workshop Mapping the City -

A Creative Approach to Gori was held as part of the regional activities

of the Creative Compass Georgia project.

Creative Compass Georgia is a four-year (2023-2027) EU-funded project
implemented and co-funded by Goethe-Institut Georgien. Its main goal

is to support cultural and creative industries (CCl) in the regions of Georgia
(outside Thilisi) by creating diverse opportunities and fostering

knowledge exchange.

See for all results: mappingthecity.com
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This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union
and Goethe-Institut Georgien. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the project
participants and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.
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