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© why?



“To promote the Progress of Science and useful 
Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and 
Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective 
Writings and Discoveries.” United States constitution, Article I, 
Section 8, Clause 8 



Wikipedia user Chensiyuan / GFDL 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Chensiyuan
http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html
http://www.apple.com




Duration: at least 50 years after the 
death of the author 



Protection arises automatically, 
cannot be dependent on formalities 



The book, in and as a book, belongs to the author, 
but as a thought, it belongs, and I am not 
overstating, to all humanity. All sentient beings have 
a right to that thought. If one of these two rights (the 
authors right to the book and the people's right to 
the thoughts) has to be sacrificed, this should be, for 
sure, the rights of the author. This is because the 
public good is our primary concern, and I declare 
that the people's rights come before ours. Victor Hugo, 
Discours d’ouverture du Congrès littéraire international de 1878 



Exceptions and Limitations: must 
comply with the 3-step test 



© WIPO 2013. Photo: Emmanuel Berrod



Unknown photographer, used without permission







Copyright is the exception, the Public 
Domain is the rule



The Public Domain is the place we quarry 
the building blocks of our culture. It is, in 
fact, the majority of our culture.” (James 
Boyle, The Public Domain p.40, 2008)  



© today



wikipedia user tpholland / CC BY 

https://www.flickr.com/people/tpholland/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Responses to the public consultation…

Illustration via www.juliareda.eu

http://www.juliareda.eu


The income situation of 
artists is under pressure

Carl Spitzweg, Der arme Poet



Exceptions to copyright are 
in need of modernisation



The income situation of 
artists is under pressure

Carl Spitzweg, Der arme Poet

DUBBEL



© Stefan Altenburger Photography



Exceptions to copyright are 
in need of modernisation

Unknown photographer, used without permission







License of the image



Thank you! 
Kennisland advocates for more flexible copyright policies 
that better align with the needs of an inclusive digital 
society. 

Paul Keller  pk@kl.nl @paul_keller

With the exception of the slides that carry other copyright statements this presentation is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution License. Portrait photo on the right by Giorgos Gripeos. 
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