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©



Exceptions & Limitations to copyright  
(Fair Use)



Copyright is temporary, works end up 
in the Public Domain (eventually) 



Exceptions & Limitations to copyright  
(Fair Use)





Our vision is nothing less than realising 
the full potential of the Internet - universal 

access to research and education, full 
participation in culture - to drive a new era 
of development, growth, and productivity.







Image by Wikipedia user Shaddim







Our vision is nothing less than realising 
the full potential of the Internet - universal 

access to research and education, full 
participation in culture - to drive a new era 
of development, growth, and productivity.





We are in the middle of one of the 
most fundamental shifts in how 
we preserve and access our 
cultural heritage



The current copyright system has 
not been designed for this 
transformation.























Cultural heritage institutions in the 
digital environment



The primary purpose of cultural 
heritage institutions in the digital 
environment should be to 
maximise access to their 
collections.



Restricting access and reuse will not 
give institutions more control over 
the material in their collections… 

… becoming the most attractive 
online source will.



Restricting access to collections is 
not a sustainable business 
model…

… giving the public the best 
possible online experience is.



Claiming copyright over works in the 
Public Domain is not how institutions 
will manage to get credit for the 
preservation work they are doing…

 … it is by sharing their collections 
that they will achieve this.



Advocating for better copyright rules  



We also need better copyright 
rules that make it easier for 
cultural heritage institutions to 
provide access to works that are 
in copyright but out of commerce



The 20th century black hole in Europeana



That is why Europeana is 
advocating for an update of the 
exceptions in the EU copyright 
directive benefitting cultural 
heritage institutions. 

CC BY (wikipedia user tpholland)



Copyright should recognise two 
different spheres of cultural circulation

Primary exploitation of 
creative works  (needs to be 

protected from unfair 
competition)

Ensure that cultural heritage 
that is not in commercial 
exploitation anymore remains 
available for the public  

Publishers and Creators Cultural Heritage Institutions





Thank you! 
Kennisland advocates for more flexible copyright policies 
that better align with the needs of an inclusive digital 
society. 

Paul Keller  pk@kl.nl @paul_keller

With the exception of the slides that carry other copyright statements this presentation is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution License. Portrait photo on the right by Giorgos Gripeos. 
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